
Which way to go: Amalfi Coast
Swanky hotels are just one way to experience this popular Italian destination

F A R M  S T AY

It’s 6.30pm and Nonna Maria sits 
sentry outside the casa. Earlier in the 
day she was on the terrace, sorting 
through beans picked fresh from 
Agriturismo Luna D’Agerola’s 

overgrown gardens. Though she handed 
the farm’s reins over to her children –
Giovanna, Ferdinando and Valentino –
many years ago, she’s always pottering 
somewhere. Exchanging a daily 
“buongiorno” with her is a highlight of 
staying with the family on their property 
high above the Amalfi coastline.

It costs €40 ($65) a person a night. 
From the top floor of the humble home-
style accommodation (think lace doilies, 
pedestal fans and vintage sconces), you 
can see the endless blue of the Tyrrhenian 
Sea. You can even make out Salerno’s 
Monte Stella through the humidity haze 
on a good day. The communal dining hall 
has a  rustic outlook over the property’s 
cornfields, grape vines and the family 
home. Here, you can have a hearty three-
course dinner (€27/$45), made with love 
by the siblings using ingredients plucked 
from the farm. It’s  an hour’s drive down 
the cliffside switchbacks into Positano or 
45 minutes into Amalfi. But, unlike these 
famed towns on the southern Italian 
peninsula, the mountaintop village of San 
Lazzaro is quiet, quaint and remarkably 
free of tourists. And €15 ($25) stretches 
beyond a single drink – it’ll get you a spritz 
and a  charcuterie board at La Fattoria Del 
Castello. It’s everyday Italy, where laid-
back locals go about their daily lives.
lunadagerola.it

The mountaintop 
village of San 
Lazzaro is … 
remarkably free 
of tourists

Positano, top; and Agriturismo Luna 
D’Agerola, in the  middle of Agerola hill 
on the Amalfi Coast.
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F I V E  S T A R

‘When your suite is 
ready, there will be a 
butler waiting to help 
you unpack” is the 
kind of sentence you 

hear only at the Amalfi Coast’s finest 
hotels and resorts. 

At Praiano’s Casa Angelina, an 
invitation to the rooftop restaurant for a 
truffled omelette breakfast and limitless 
Pierre Mignon Champagne follows; 
there’s truly no detail spared when you’re 
checking into five-star finery. 

On the cliffside, the hubbub of the 
winding Praiano to Positano road is left 
behind, and all focus is on the 
uninterrupted vistas ahead. 

A constant stream of boats pulls in and 
out of the port of Positano (the next town 

along) and disappears into the distance 
en route to Capri, which is visible on the 
horizon when clear. This near-vertical 
coastline of the Sorrentine Peninsula is 
prime real estate. 

Unsurprisingly, staying, eating and 
playing here comes with service levels and 
price tags to match. 

Here, classic rooms start from €900 
($1480) a night, while the sprawling 60m2 
Angelina Suite fetches €3210 ($5280) 
a night. 

In the latter, there’s a bathtub with 
ocean views and L’Occitane amenities, a 
Jo Malone lime basil and mandarin 
diffuser, and bed sheets so soft they slip 
over your skin like silk. 

Outside, the lemon tree-covered pool 
deck is a sanctuary from the tourist-heavy 
public beaches. Or, 318 steps down the cliff 
face, there’s One Fire Beach Club, where 
sunbeds, water and aperitivo are on the 
house for hotel guests.
casangelina.com W
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Praiano’s Casa Angelina’s incredible 
views, top; and its delicious breakfast. 
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