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CASA ANGELINA | AMALFI COAST PARADISE

A HOTEL THAT ODYSSEUS COULDN’T RESIST

Written by Bree Castillo

If a modern-day Odysseus were to sail along the Amalfi Coast today, would he still hear the sirens’ song? Would he
need to tie himself to the mast of his ship to keep from swimming to the rugged cliffs and sun-kissed beaches?
Whether you believe the sirens exist or not, the Coast’s appeal is true: many men, living and dead, have gone to
drastic measures to experience even a sliver of the Amalfi Coast’s beauty. Today, it's a modern luxury to visit—a

luxury that’s distilled at Casa Angelina.

Casa Angelina is a pocket of peace amid this crazy world we live in. The adults-only hotel is small, with only 36
rooms in the village of Praiano, Italy. It's remote enough to fully clear your mind—the retreat is carved into cliffs
over the Tyrrhenian Sea—but connected to the famous Positano landmarks via a quick car or boat ride. Praiano is a

small town, but it has no shortage of cafés, restaurants, beaches, and shops.”

To experience Casa Angelina is to escape into luxury. The hotel, designed by local architect Marco De Luca and
Italian interior designer Paola Lenti, strikes a balance between the modern and historical beauty of ltaly.
Contemporary art, from the founders’ personal collections, lines every corner of the hotel. The minimalist elements
emphasize the striking natural landscape the hotel lies in and looks out upon, allowing guests to feel fully immersed

in the cliffs, sea, and sky of the Amalfi Coast.



Casa Angelina houses no shortage of dining options for any occasion. Led by Executive Chef Leopoldo Elefante,
fine dining at Un Piano Nel Cielo serves Campania-inspired dishes against a sea-view backdrop. The laid-back
Seascape Restaurant is open to guests all day, specializing in bold flavors al fresco. The Seascape Bar offers an
extensive selection of cocktails—from the classics to regionally-inspired drinks to a menu exclusively dedicated to
Aperol Spritz. The Wine Cellar houses an award-winning, curated selection of over 3,000 bottles and 600 wine
labels. And, of course, no hotel is complete without a breakfast buffet—and Casa Angelina’s rotates daily, bringing

regional classics, seasonal dishes, and a la carte items to the menu each morning.”

Though serene, there’s never room for a dull moment at Casa Angelina. Whether it’s a nighttime squid-fishing
adventure aboard a traditional Italian boat or the Augstinus Bader x Casa Angelina Full Body Amalfi Coast Ritual

spa experience, guests can frolic and relax to their hearts’ content.”

In the end, whether you seek adventure, indulgence, or simply a pause from the everyday, Casa Angelina offers a
modern-day odyssey along the Amalfi Coast. Here, the sirens’ song is real—not a warning, but an invitation: to
linger a little longer on sun-drenched terraces, to taste the sea in every bite, and to lose yourself in the cliffs and
waves that have captivated travelers for centuries. It is a place where luxury and nature meet effortlessly, leaving
every guest a little more enchanted than when they arrived—and perhaps, just like Odysseus, a little wiser for

having heeded the call.




Casa Angelina has a very distinct feeling—-calming, different from other properties. What is it about this place that creates that

atmosphere?

It has to do with this calming energy that has a very soothing power as soon as you step into the property. Were
also very lucky in terms of where we are located in Praiano, which is an oasis of peace and quiet, yet we're close to

the action of Positano.

The original concept of our founder, Mr. Cap, back in 2005, was to recreate a kind of contemporary home. Casa in
Italian means home, and that concept is now becoming more and more popular across Italy. But back in 2005, you
wouldn't dare to open a place like this on the Amalfi Coast, where everything tends to be more baroque, more

quintessentially traditional. It was a very forward-looking project.

Every upgrade since has been done with the same spirit in mind. This open kitchen, for instance, was designed to
recreate the feeling of a home kitchen. The lobby lounge, where we moved the bar to create a more casual seating

area, everything was done with intention.

How long have you been with Casa Angelina?

Casa Angelina has been almost like a baby to me. | joined at the end of 2008, about three years after the hotel
opened. I've been in hospitality for 30 years now, and in my role as Director of Sales & Marketing, you typically
don't stay anywhere more than two or three years. But with this place, when you find the perfect fit, something
that really suits you, it creates a kind of addiction. It's been a long journey, full of hard work for both myself and our
General Manager, but we've achieved so much: becoming part of the Leading Hotels of the World, earning five
stars with the Forbes Travel Guide. Most importantly, the well-being of our guests has always been at the center of
everything.

We try to anticipate needs, to understand and prevent what a guest might require before they even ask. We believe
that true luxury today is all about simplicity — even something as small as lying on a white sofa, getting up for a

moment, and returning to find everything quietly restored.



What [ felt immediately upon arriving was a wave of relaxation, but also a stillness | haven't experienced elsewhere. How does that stillness

play into the guest experience?

I love this question, and I'm glad you asked it, because it really is at the core of everything here. The way the team is

trained reflects this stillness and contemplation.

We have specific procedures, even in housekeeping and daily operations, that you wouldn't find in a standard five-
star property. All the hoovers are kept at minimum volume. We use a special material under our shoes to ensure
there is no noise. The way we interact with guests, always leaving space for them to contemplate a beautiful

panorama, is very intentional.

What people experience at Casa Angelina is the joy of missing out. You arrive from Positano or Capri with a full
agenda, a fear of missing out, and as soon as you step onto the property, all of that hectic energy dissolves. It's
replaced by the joy of simply being. Every room has an outdoor space. You can sit on your balcony with a coffee and

just take in the view.

There are so many beautiful places on earth, but this 25-kilometer stretch of coastline is something else entirely. A
lot of properties here havent managed to capture that balance, so much activity alongside so much space for

stillness. That's what makes Casa Angelina stand out.

I love the phrase "the joy of missing out” And | noticed there are said to be 16 shades of white in the hotel, the interiors feel like a blank

canvas against the color of the coast.



Exactly, a white canvas that leaves space for your own soul to fill in a little bit of itself.

| read everything our guests share about Casa Angelina. It's how we learn the guest persona, understand what they
value. And what they return to again and again is this sense of pristine stillness. We have a quest for perfection that
starts first thing in the morning, we have a pastry chef who works through the night, so even if you're departing at

four in the morning and want a bespoke breakfast, our night butler will have it prepared.

These are the details that leave a mark. That builds a memory.

75% of your guests are couples. How does romance factor into the experience?

Romance is a very strong thread here. We a|ways ask guests notjust why they chose us, but what the purpose of
their visit is. And there is almost always a celebration, an anniversary, a birthday. But what's most beautiful is how

often guests simply say they are here to celebrate life. To pause after a year of hard work.

That's why we try to customize the experience as much as possible. Before arrival, guests receive a preference
planner, not just for dietary needs, but how they'd like their bed made, how firm or soft their mattress, and which
in-room toiletries they prefer. Every detail is considered.

The hotel emphasizes "quiet luxury,” and yet the Amalfi Coast is famously loud, in its colors, its energy, its beauty. How do you balance

those two opposites?

They really are opposites, and | think that's exactly the point. | prefer to call it softly spoken luxury, and it is just right
for Praiano, set against a coast where everything else is dazzling and hectic. Turn your head toward Positano or

Amalfi, and everything is vibrant and full of noise. We are the counterpart.

My job, over all these years, has been to make sure that Casa Angelina's identity is clearly communicated. The tone
of voice matters enormously, especially in attracting the young, millennial couples who are our core guests.
Instagram is often where they discover us first, and it gives them a genuine sense of what our quiet luxury feels like.

Photography and storytelling are everything for a property like this.



'l say this honestly: Casa Angelina is not for everyone. You have to be prepared for the stillness, prepared to arrive

at a loud, colorful destination and choose to be quiet within it. That's a particular kind of traveler.
And your team, they're all notably young.

Yes, and intentionally so. Consistency matters in every dimension of the experience, including the team. You
cannot have the classic formal waiter in a place that is this casual and contemporary. We look for young people who

are genuinely passionate and naturally caring.

To achieve that, we invest deeply in them. Around 70% of our 130 team members are accommodated in staff
houses overlooking the sea, with full comfort. Their uniforms are tailor-made by Boy, one of ltalys finest brands.

They wear their own shoes. They feel like part of the experience, and guests feel that too.

You mentioned sustainability. How does that fit into the ethos here?

Conscious travel is very much at the forefront for us now. We are one of the only properties in southern ltaly,
possibly the only one, to hold the GSTC certification, which recognizes genuine sustainable practices. Over the
past year, we've invested about one and a half million euros into the land surrounding the hotel. We grow our own
vegetables. Our chef works with a nutritionist to ensure that breakfast offers a beautiful balance of Mediterranean
cuisine alongside what is genuinely nourishing. Guests can enjoy a traditional Italian breakfast and still find that the

choices support their wellbeing.

On the broader question of tourism and authenticity, the coast is so beloved, but also under pressure. How do you think about that

balance?

It's a very difficult balance to strike, and honestly, in the last five or six years, it has become harder. The coast has a
very binary rhythm. When the hotels close in late October, the entire coastline seems to go to sleep almost

overnight. Then, a couple of weeks before Easter, everything lights up again.



| think local authorities need to work harder at extending the season, and in doing so, they would also protect the
authenticity of the place. April is already becoming a wonderful time to visit, and late September through October

too. We're closing this year on the 3rd of November.

,The UNESCQO designation of the entire Amalfi Coast as a heritage site has been an important protection; it is now
essentially impossible to construct new buildings or make major alterations. That wasn't always the case; in the

nineties, quite a lot was built without enough regard for the natural beauty. At least from that perspective, things

are now protected,

But my mother, who is 78 and from Sorrento, remembers coming to Positano when she was young, and it being
completely unspoiled. The destination became more popular, as beautiful places do. What we try to do at Casa

Angelina, being in Praiano, still a well-kept secret, is to preserve something of that.

What kind of legacy do you hope to leave, both for the next generation in hospitality?

For the team, | want to give what can feel like a regular hospitality job a deeper purpose. It's not just about being a
waiter or a receptionist; it's about genuinely caring for people at a moment when a vacation or a short break is
becoming increasingly central to how people live their lives. The legacy | want to leave is that this is an important

job. That making someone’s holiday unforgettable is something to be proud of.

In Italy right now, many young people don't want to work in hospitality because it is hard. But if you work with

passion, the results are there, and they are visible. That is deeply satisfying.

For the hotel itself, the vision is to make it feel more and more like a well-kept secret. Not in an exclusionary way,
but in the sense that our guests are people who want to keep this place for themselves, who want to share it only
with their closest friends, who return whenever they need to truly disconnect. We'd like to reduce the number of
rooms further, from 36 down to around 30, with more suites and larger bathrooms. Our guests are not worried

about paying a little more; what they want is space, privacy, and beauty.

All the profits are reinvested back into the property. Our costs are high because the quality is extremely high, and
our owners have committed to keeping it that way. The goal is not to extract, it is to give back. That is, honestly,

quite rare. And it's what keeps Casa Angelina feeling brand new.



