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The 20 Best Hotels In Italy
According To The 2026 DUCO

Awards

The winning Italian properties include an iconic waterfront resort in Positano,
and a remarkable luxury Borgo in Tuscany.

By Jim Dobson, Senior Contributor.
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The 2026 winners were announced this week at the annual DUCO Travel Summit in
Milan. Awards were given to both larger hotels with more than 50 rooms and to smaller,

more intimate places to stay.

n a crowded landscape of global travel awards, the DUCO Awards stand apart for a
simple reason: they don’t try to cover the world. Instead, they focus entirely on Italy
and do it well. Every year, the awards recognize a select group of hotels known for

outstanding service and for showing why the country remains popular with travelers.

Founder Carolina Perez leads the DUCO Travel Summit with a vision shaped by her
strong personal connection to Italy. She tells me, “This year’s DUCO Award winners
reflect what travelers value most: a real connection to where they are, an ease that

makes a stay feel natural, and an authenticity that brings people back again and again.”

The selection process is thoughtful and deliberate. Instead of using anonymous panels
or general criteria, DUCO starts with travel advisors. These experts nominate properties
they have visited themselves and can recommend with confidence. This way, the list is
based on real experience and trust, not just popularity. As Perez says, “In true ‘Su
Misura’ spirit, this year’s winners have proven themselves to be true tailors of

hospitality.”



It’s not surprising that many of these properties are also recognized with the ultimate
honors by Forbes Travel Guide and Michelin Keys, including Il San Pietro di Positano,
J.K. Place Capri, Castiglion del Bosco, A Rosewood Hotel, Four Seasons Hotel Firenze,
Casa Angelina, Hotel de Russie, a Rocco Forte Hotel, and Bvlgari Hotel Roma. These

distinctions have made them instant classics.

The 2026 winners were announced this week at the annual DUCO Travel Summit in
Milan. Awards were given to both larger hotels with more than 50 rooms and to smaller,

more intimate places to stay.
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Casa Angelina — Praiano

Casa Angelina shows that true luxury can be simple. The hotel’s white interiors, modern

art, and open spaces make the whole place feel calm, elegant, and peaceful.

Located in the center of Praiano, this boutique hotel has only 37 rooms, each with
stunning views of Capri and Positano. The small size makes it perfect for a romantic
getaway. The high staff-to-guest ratio means guests get personal, attentive service, so
every visit feels special. Suite Azure, designed by Paola Lenti, stands out for its simple

elegance and unique style.

Dining at Un Piano Nel Cielo, the hotel’s rooftop restaurant, is just as impressive.

Executive Chef Leopoldo Elefante has earned a Michelin star for his creative take on

Italian food.




