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A crowd-free Amalfi Coast getaway?

Yes, it does exist

Put off by the inevitable gridlock on the coastal roads? To skip the traffic jams, Casa Angelina’s guests are taking to the water.
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littering ultramarine sea. Pastel-painted villages and lemons that
G glow like orbs on slender. waxy-leafed trees. For decades, this simple
recipe has been the drawcard for Italy’s Amalfi Coast - a destination that
guarantees a sun-drenched and sybaritic holiday. If only it weren't for the

traffic.

The drive from Naples to the Amalfi Coast —along winding roads that cling
to the cliffside and have unspoilt dramatic sea views the whole way down —

used to be part of the appeal.

That dreamy ride has now become a nightmare. The roads get so clogged
during the summer that when you finally reach your hotel, you may be
tempted to cancel your sightseeing plans, put off by the prospect of once

again getting caught in the gridlock.
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No such issues exist while staying at Casa Angelina. The boutique bolthole,
in the under-the-radar village of Praiano. is known for its elegantly
minimalist interiors, jaw-dropping views, Michelin-starred restaurant,
gelato cart — and its secret weapon. Or. rather. two secret weapons: the sleek,

custom-designed motorboats which give guests a congestion-free way to go

exploring.

Among the Amalfi Coast’s many attractions, one destination is particularly
popular. “Everyone wants to go to Capri,” captain Irace tells me, a trifle
dismissively. as he steers the Lady Angelina across the water on a sunny

afternoon.

.




Both Lady Angelina and its sibling Master Angelina were built locally, their
design modelled on the area’s traditional fishing vessels. They come fully
equipped with bathrooms, showers, piles of fluffy towels, chilled drinks and

savoury snacks.

Like the boats, Irace is a local. While he is happy to make the 50-minute
journey to Capri if requested, what he really loves to show off is the cliff-

lined coast’s natural charms.

I've already had a swim, so I content myself with sipping champagne and
nibbling on canapes while Irace shows off some of his favourite spots. They
include three small islands sitting opposite Positano, known as Li Galli. In
Greek mythology, these islands were home to the sirens, whose song lured

sailors to their deaths - Odysseus and Orpheus were among the rare few

that survived them.

The area’s hidden currents once presented real dangers to mariners, and
plenty of shipwrecks have been discovered beneath the waters. “They have
found many amphorae and other treasures here,” Giampietro tells me as we

slowly drift past the rocky coves of the largest island.

Li Galli are now owned by an Italian entrepreneur, but their former owner
was ballet dancer Rudolf Nureyev. “So many famous people stayed here —

Jacqueline Kennedy, Sophia Loren, Franco Zeffirelli,” Irace says.
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Travelling by sea gives new meaning to the phrase “scenic route”. It also
gives you express-lane access to swim spots inaccessible from the land. and
to the tiny towns that lie off the tourist trail, such as the tranquil Minori and

its bigger neighbour, Maiori.

And of course, some of the area’s best restaurants are only accessible by
boat - Irace nominates Da Adolfo at Nerano as his particular pick. If.
however, a morning lounging around on your own private boat leaves you
unexcited at the idea of sitting down to lunch surrounded by other diners,
Casa Angelina’s executive chef can also arrange an exclusive onboard repast
featuring seasonal delights such as zucchini flowers, prawns with caviar and

squid with celery and peach.

The writer was a guest of Casa Angelina.

Need to know

* Rates | From €1025 ($1675) per night, including breakfast. A half-day Amalfi Coast cruise
for two aboard Lady Angelina (not including Capri) from €1600.



